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Upcoming Important Dates 

• Feb. 28 NAP signup deadline for spring seeded crops 
• March 5 QLA signup deadline 
• March 15 CRP Grasslands signup deadline 
• March 15 election and enrollment for ARC/PLC for 2021 

deadline 
• March 15 deadline to purchase NAP for Hemp 
• April 8 ECP and EFRP signup deadline 
• CRP General signup has been extended with no deadline 

date at this time 

Louisiana FSA now offers SMS texting; receive text message alerts 
on your cell phone regarding important deadlines, reporting 
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Julie Richard  
Donna Winters 

Next State Committee 
Meeting:  
To be determined 

Please contact your local FSA 
Office for questions specific to 
your operation or parish. 

To find contact information for 
your local office go to 
www.fsa.usda.gov/la 

  

requirements and updates. Contact your local FSA Office for more 
information. 

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those 
that restrict in-person visits or require appointments. All Service 
Center visitors wishing to conduct business with FSA, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center 
agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service 
Centers that are open for appointments will pre-screen visitors 
based on health concerns or recent travel, and visitors must adhere 
to social distancing guidelines. Visitors are also required to wear a 
face covering during their appointment. Our program delivery staff 
will continue to work with our producers by phone, email, and using 
online tools. More information can be found at 
farmers.gov/coronavirus 

 

 
Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) Deadline Extended 
to April 8 
FSA is accepting ECP applications in Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron and Vernon parishes.  
If you’ve suffered a loss from a natural disaster you may contact your local FSA County Office and 
request assistance until April 8, 2021. 

ECP helps you with the cost to restore damaged farmland to pre-disaster conditions. You may 
receive up to 75 percent of the cost of approved restoration activity. Limited resource, socially 
disadvantaged and beginning farmers and ranchers may receive up to 90 percent cost-share. 

In most cases, you must apply for assistance prior to beginning reconstructive work. FSA’s National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and environmental compliance review process is required to be 
completed before any actions are taken. Submitting an application after reconstructive work has 
been completed may not qualify for ECP. Conservation concerns that were present on the land prior 
to the disaster are not eligible for ECP assistance. 

FSA County Committees will evaluate applications based on information provided and if applicable, 
an on-site inspection of the damaged land, taking into consideration the type and extent of the 
damage. Submission of an application does not guarantee that cost-share funding will be provided. 

Contact your local FSA office for approved ECP practices 

 
Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) Deadline 
Extended to April 8 
FSA is accepting EFRP applications in Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu and Vernon parishes. If you’ve 
suffered a loss from a natural disaster you may contact your local FSA County Office and request 
assistance until April 8, 2021. 

EFRP provides payments to eligible owners of nonindustrial private forest (NIPF) land to enable 
them to carry out emergency measures to restore land damaged by a natural disaster. After 
applications are received, local FSA County Committees determine land eligibility using information 
provided and if applicable, an on-site damage inspection to assess the type and extent of damage. 
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Eligible forest restoration practices include debris removal, such as down or damaged trees, in 
order to establish a new stand or provide natural regeneration; site preparation, planting materials 
and labor to replant forest land; restoration of forestland roads, fire lanes, fuel breaks or erosion 
control structures; fencing, tree shelters and tree tubes to protect trees from wildlife damage; and 
wildlife enhancement to provide cover openings and wildlife habitat. 

In order to meet eligibility requirements, NIPF land must have existing tree cover or had tree cover 
immediately before the natural disaster occurred and be sustainable for growing trees. The land 
must also be owned by any nonindustrial private individual, group, association, corporation or other 
private legal entity that has definitive decision-making authority over the land. The natural disaster 
must have resulted in damage that if untreated would impair or endanger the natural resources on 
the land and/or materially affect future use of the land. 

 
March 15 Last Day to Complete Enrollment for 2021 
Agriculture Risk Coverage, Price Loss Coverage Programs 
Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price 
Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for 2021 must do so by March 15. Producers who have not yet 
signed a 2021 enrollment contract or who want to make an election change should contact their 
local USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to make an appointment. Program enrollment for 
2021 is required in order to participate in the programs, but elections for the 2021 crop year are 
optional and otherwise remain the same as elections made for 2020. 

ARC and PLC provide income support to farmers from substantial drops in crop prices or revenues 
and are vital economic safety nets for most American farms. 

Although 1,033,310 contracts have been completed to date, this represents less than 59% of the 
more than 1.7 million contracts anticipated by the Agency. By enrolling soon, producers can beat 
the rush as the deadline nears. 

Producers who do not complete enrollment by close of business local time on Monday, March 15 
will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2021 crop year and will be ineligible to receive a payment 
should one trigger for an eligible crop. 

ARC and PLC contracts can be emailed, faxed or physically signed and mailed back to FSA. 
Producers with level 2 eauthentication access can electronically sign contracts. Service Center staff 
can also work with producers to sign and securely transmit contracts electronically through two 
commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. You can learn more about these solutions at 
farmers.gov/mydocs. Producers may also make arrangements to drop off signed contracts at the 
FSA county office. Please call ahead for local mailing or drop off information and options for 
submitting signed contracts electronically. 

Producers are eligible to enroll on farms with base acres for the following commodities: barley, 
canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, 
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium- and short-grain rice, safflower seed, 
seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.  

Yield Data and Web-Based Decision Tools Available 

FSA recently updated the annual and benchmark yields for ARC/PLC program years 2019, 2020 
and 2021. This data is useful to producer in choosing to participate in either ARC or PLC. 

For added assistance with ARC and PLC decisions, USDA partnered with the University of Illinois 
and Texas A&M University to offer web-based decision tools to assist producers in making 
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informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Tools 
include: 

• Gardner-farmdoc Payment Calculator, the University of Illinois tool that offers farmers the 
ability to run payment estimate modeling for their farms and counties for ARC-County and 
PLC. 

• ARC and PLC Decision Tool, the Texas A&M tool that allow producers to analyze payment 
yield updates and expected payments for 2019 and 2020. Producers who have used the 
tool in the past should see their username and much of their farm data will already be 
available in the system.   

Crop Insurance Considerations 

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for some crop 
insurance products. Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing 
Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider. Producers of 
covered commodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres. 

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by participating in ARC for the 
same crop, on the same acres. You may elect ECO regardless of your farm program election. 

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for 
the stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres.  

More Information  

For more information on ARC and PLC including web-based decision tools, visit farmers.gov/arc-
plc. 

Visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator to find location and contact information for the nearest FSA 
county office. 

 
Applying for Farm Storage Facility Loans 
The Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-
interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to purchase portable (new or 
used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks. 

Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, oats, peanuts, wheat, barley, 
minor oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, rye, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture 
(excluding systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified 
facilities include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between 
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require 
additional security. 

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans are 
designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized businesses, 
new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm products, 
and underserved producers. 
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For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  

 
New to Farming Because of the Pandemic? USDA Can Help  
USDA Service Centers across the country, are hearing from people who are interested in more 
space and working the land and we want to let you know we can help. Are you new to farming 
because of the pandemic? USDA can help you get started in farming – on everything from helping 
you register your farm to getting financial assistance and advice.  

Get Started with USDA 

First, you want to make sure your farm is registered. If you purchased land, it might already be 
established with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) with a farm number on file. If not, FSA can 
help you register your farm. 

To obtain a farm number, you’ll bring an official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID) 
and a property deed. If you do not own the land, bring a lease agreement to your FSA 
representative to show you have control of the property. If your operation is incorporated or an 
entity, you may also need to provide proof that you have signature authority and the legal ability to 
enter into contracts with USDA. 

Access to Capital 

USDA can provide access to capital through its farm loans, which is a great resource when 
producers aren’t able to get a loan from a traditional lender. Loans can help with purchasing land or 
equipment or with operating costs, and FSA even offers microloans, which are especially popular 
among producers with smaller farms. For more information, check out our Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool. 

Conservation Practices 

We can help you make conservation improvements to your farm, which are good for your bottom 
line and your operation. We’ll help you develop a conservation plan and apply for financial 
assistance that’ll cover the bulk of the costs for implementing. To learn more about some of the 
conservation practices that we help producers with, check out our Conservation at Work Video 
Series. 

If you purchase land, and you don’t want to farm all of it, you can look at either a conservation 
easement or managing for native shrubs and grasses through either the Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program (ACEP) or Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). Easements are long-term, 
while a CRP contract is 10-15 years. These are good options for land that is not optimal for 
production or sensitive lands like wetlands and grasslands. 

Additional Resources 

Depending on your farm, you may want to look at crop insurance. The USDA’s Risk Management 
Agency provides crop insurance to help you manage risks on your farm. There are many types of 
insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices, including organic and 
sustainable agriculture. 

Your local communities also have great resources for farmers including conservation districts, Rural 
Development, cooperative extensions, and different farming groups. To get started with USDA, 
contact your local FSA county office.    
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Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes 
of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file 
to our office. You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by 
lease or purchase. You should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to 
form a Trust, LLC or other legal entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming 
operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form 
CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed Forage 
Producers with NAP Coverage 
For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing 
who elect to use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods 
to establish their loss are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA.  However, a 
CCC-576 Application for Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days 
after the coverage period ends. 

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units 
still must timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the 
crop first becomes apparent or within 15 days of harvest. 

 
USDA Extends General Signup for Conservation Reserve 
Program 
The USDA is extending the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General Signup period, which 
had previously been announced as ending on Feb. 12, 2021. USDA will continue to accept offers as 
it takes this opportunity for the incoming Administration to evaluate ways to increase enrollment. 
Under the previous Administration, incentives and rental payment rates were reduced resulting in an 
enrollment shortfall of over 4 million acres. The program, administered by USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency (FSA), provides annual rental payments for 10 to 15 years for land devoted to conservation 
purposes, as well as other types of payments. Before the General CRP Signup period ends, 
producers will have the opportunity to adjust or resubmit their offers to take advantage of planned 
improvements to the program. 

This signup for CRP gives producers an opportunity to enroll land for the first time or re-enroll land 
under existing contracts that will be expiring Sept. 30, 2021. All interested producers, including 
those on Indian reservations and with trust lands, are encouraged to contact their local USDA 
Service Center for more information. 
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Know your Final Planting Dates 
All producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office for more information on the final 
planting date for specific crops. The final planting dates vary by crop, planting period and county so 
please contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific planting deadlines. The timely 
planting of a crop, by the final planting date, may prevent loss of program benefits. 

 
Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep 
them updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered 
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a 
notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is 
apparent. For grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 
30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts; 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local USDA Service Center at or 
visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Reminders for FSA Direct and Guaranteed Borrowers with 
Real Estate Security 
Farm loan borrowers who have pledged real estate as security for their Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
direct or guaranteed loans are responsible for maintaining loan collateral. Borrowers must obtain 
prior consent or approval from FSA or the guaranteed lender for any transaction that affects real 
estate security. These transactions include, but are not limited to: 

• Leases of any kind 
• Easements of any kind 
• Subordinations 
• Partial releases 
• Sales 

Failure to meet or follow the requirements in the loan agreement, promissory note, and other 
security instruments could lead to nonmonetary default which could jeopardize your current and 
future loans. 

It is critical that borrowers keep an open line of communication with their FSA loan staff or 
guaranteed lender when it comes to changes in their operation. For more information on borrower 
responsibilities, read Your FSA Farm Loan Compass. 
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USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and 
Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These microloans 
are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in 
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer, tools, 
fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water conservation 
improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application process, expand 
eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers strengthen their 
operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can be issued to the 
applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

 
USDA Offers Secure New Options for Signing and Sharing 
Documents Online 
Farmers and ranchers working with USDA’s Farm Service Agency or Natural Resources 
Conservation Service can now sign and share documents online in just a few clicks. By using Box 
or OneSpan, producers can digitally complete business transactions without leaving their homes or 
agricultural operations. Both services are free, secure, and available for multiple FSA and NRCS 
programs. 

Box is a secure, cloud-based site where FSA or NRCS documents can be managed and shared. 
Producers who choose to use Box can create a username and password to access their secure Box 
account, where documents can be downloaded, printed, manually signed, scanned, uploaded, and 
shared digitally with Service Center staff. This service is available to any FSA or NRCS customer 
with access to a mobile device or computer with printer connectivity. 

OneSpan is a secure eSignature solution for FSA and NRCS customers. Like Box, no software 
downloads or eAuthentication is required for OneSpan. Instead, producers interested in eSignature 
through OneSpan can confirm their identity through two-factor authentication using a verification 
code sent to their mobile device or a personalized question and answer. Once identity is confirmed, 
documents can be reviewed and e-signed through OneSpan via the producer’s personal email 
address. Signed documents immediately become available to the appropriate Service Center staff. 

Box and OneSpan are both optional services for customers interested in improved efficiency in 
signing and sharing documents with USDA, and they do not replace existing systems using 
eAuthentication for digital signature. Instead, these tools provide additional digital options for 
producers to use when conducting business with FSA or NRCS. 

USDA Service Center staff are available to help producers get started with Box and OneSpan 
through a few simple steps. Please visit farmers.gov/service-locator to find your local office and let 
Service Center staff know you’re interested in signing and sharing documents through these new 
features. In most cases, one quick phone call will be all that is needed to initiate the process. 

Visit farmers.gov/mydocs to learn more about Box and OneSpan, steps for getting started, and 
additional resources for conducting business with USDA online. 
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To learn more about program flexibilities and Service Center status during the coronavirus 
pandemic, visit farmers.gov/coronavirus. 

 
Current Interest Rates for February 

• Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.375% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 2.625% 
• Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher — 1.50% 
• Emergency Loans —  2.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (3 years) — 0.250% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (5 years) —  0.375% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans  (7 years) — 0.750% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (10 years) —1.000% 
• Farm Storage Facility Loans (12 years) — 1.125% 
• Sugar Storage Facility Loans (15 year term) — 1.375% 
• Commodity Loans — 1.125% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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